Perioperative and intraoperative pain and anesthetic care of the chronic pain and cancer pain patient receiving chronic opioid therapy.
The expanding role of the anesthesiologist as a "perioperative physician" places ever-increasing demands upon his or her clinical skills and knowledge. One area of growing concern for the anesthesiologist involves the perioperative assessment and management of the opioid-tolerant chronic pain patient. Opioids occupy a position of unsurpassed clinical utility for the treatment of many types of painful conditions. Coupled with noticeable shifts in physician attitudes that have occurred in recent years regarding the use of opioids for the treatment of benign and malignancy-related pain, many more patients are presenting for surgical procedures who are opioid tolerant. It is important therefore that the practicing anesthesiologist become familiar with the currently available opioid formulations, including drug interactions and side effects, in order to better plan the patient's perioperative anesthetic needs and management. Unfortunately, there is a lack of scientifically rigorous studies in this important area, and most of the information must be derived from anecdotal reports and personal experience of anesthesiologists working in this field. In this review, we shall discuss some aspects of current chronic pain management, the newer forms of opioid administration which may be unfamiliar to the anesthesiologist, as well as clinical aspects of opioid use and tolerance including the impact it may have on perioperative anesthetic management.